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LUCAS COMMENDS JOB
DONE BY LAWYERS
IN STATE LEGISLATURE
MISSOULA-State Rep. James P. Lucas, Miles City, said here Friday he feels attorneys generally
make very good state legislators.
Lucas and State Sen. John C. Sheehy, Billings, participated in a panel discussion
entitled "The Role of Lawyers in the Montana Legislature" at the University of Montana during
the spring conference of Continuing Legal Education--Montana(CLEM) in conjunction with Law
Weekend activities.
Lucas, who was speaker of the Montana House of Representatives, during the last legis
lative session, said the attitude toward lawyers is generally one of "dislike and distrust,"
but he outlined reasons why lawyers often make outstanding solons.

He pointed out that

attorneys have a great deal of forensic experience, technical competence and a deep knowledge
of the law.

Lucas is a UM law school alumnus.

"Lawyers during the initial part of the legislative session are novices like other new
members," Lucas said.

"They are dealing with a system of committees and parliamentary pro-

cecure which is unfamiliar to them as well as other new legislators."
Lucas said there are eight attorneys in the Montana House, or 8 per cent of the total
membership, and eight in the Senate, or 14 per cent of the total.

In 1967, four of five

major offices in the House were held by attorneys, he said.
"One reason there is often suspicion of ulterior motives in the actions of lawyerlegislators," Lucas said, "is that most lawyers have dealt with large interest groups before
coming to the legislature."
Lucas said a problem in communication exists between lawyers and the public.

He said

a public information program which would clarify the role of the attorney and help erase
his unfavorable image is needed.
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"We need more attorneys in the state legislature, both on the staff and in the House
and Senate," Lucas emphasized.
Sheehy, also a UM law school alumnus, who was vice-chairman of the Senate Judiciary
Committee during the past legislative session, pointed out the difficulty lawyer-legislators
can encounter insofar as image is concerned in voting during a legislative session.
He said a bill regarding prayer was passed during this year's session.

Lawyer-

legislators voting on the issue, however, were against the measure by a vote of 35-23,
illustrating the difficulty which can arise when votes of an individual group are recorded.
Earl F. Morris, an attorney from Columbus, Ohio, will discuss "Court Modernization
on the March" at a 12:15 p.m. luncheon Saturday, sponsored by the UM Student Bar Association
(SBA) in the Gold Oak Room of the University Center.
of the American Bar Association.

Morris is immediate past president

The luncheon will honor the Montana judiciary.

UM law students will receive scholarships and other awards during the SBA Barristers'
Banquet at 8 p.m. Saturday at the Missoula Elks Club as part of the Law Weekend activities.
The Barristers’ Ball follows the banquet there.

A social hour is slated for 6:30 p.m.

Saturday at the club.
A session featuring Melvin Belli, California attorney, and scheduled from 9 a.m.-noon
Saturday, has been canceled.

Belli is unable to visit Missoula because of a legal matter

in California.
CLEM'S spring conference theme is "Product Liability and Other Recent Legal Develop
ments."

CLEM is a continuing law study and review program cosponsored by the UM School

of Law and the Montana Bar Association.
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